Love has no rules. But contests do. Please read carefully.
1. There is no entry fee.
2. The contest is open to any professional or nonprofessional writer,
regardless of nationality. Writers may only enter one manuscript into the
contest—so take your best shot. If you are under the age of 18, you must
have the permission of your parent or legal guardian to enter the contest.
3. All manuscripts submitted: a) must be original works of book length (at
least 50,000 words) written in the English language by the contestants; b)
must not violate the rights of any third party; and c) must feature a love
story. The editors of Quirk Books will have sole and absolute discretion and
authority to decide if a manuscript meets these criteria. All decisions will
be final.
4. All entries must be postmarked no later than October 1, 2013 and must
include:
a) A double-spaced and neatly typed copy of the manuscript (photocopies
are acceptable), with pages numbered consecutively from beginning to
end. The author’s name should appear only on the title page and otherwise
not appear anywhere on the manuscript pages.
b) A synopsis of no more than 250 words.
c) This application form, signed and completed.
d) a self-addressed stamped envelope if you would like us to acknowledge
receipt of your manuscript.
5. All entries must be mailed to: “LOOKING FOR LOVE” FICTION CONTEST,
Quirk Books, 215 Church Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106.
6. You should keep a copy of the manuscript for your own protection. Quirk
Books will not be responsible for lost, stolen, mistransmitted, or mislaid
manuscripts. Because of the great volume of submissions (and because,
hey, there’s no entry fee) we anticipate manuscripts will not be
returned. Please do not send return postage or envelopes.
7. Manuscripts submitted to the contest cannot be shopped by literary
agents or other third parties during the submission period, which runs
from June 1, 2013, through October 1, 2013. However, you may be
represented by a literary agent provided that you—and not your agent—
agree to abide by these official rules.
8. The winner will be selected by the editors of Quirk Books. Quirk reserves
the right not to select any winner if, in the sole opinion of the editors, none
of the manuscripts submitted are of publishable quality. An attempt will be
made to notify the contest winner, if any, no later than January 15, 2014.

9. If a winner is selected, Quirk Books will be prepared to publish the
winning manuscript pursuant to Quirk’s standard form author’s
agreement with the contestant. The winner will receive an advance against
future royalties of $10,000 after that standard form author’s agreement
has been executed by both parties. Additional terms will be determined by
Quirk Books at its sole discretion. The contestant may request reasonable
changes in the offered terms, but Quirk Books shall not be obligated to
agree to any such changes. Quirk Books may, but will not be required to,
consider for publication manuscripts submitted by other contestants.
10. No critical evaluation or commentary will be offered by the editorial
staff of Quirk Books unless, in the sole opinion of the editorial staff,
evaluation or commentary is appropriate in the case of a manuscript being
considered for publication.
11. This competition is void where prohibited or restricted by law.
12. Good luck!
___________________________________________________________________
Quirk Books “Looking for Love” Fiction Contest
Name: ___________________________
Address: ___________________________
Phone: ______________________________
E-mail: _______________________________
Title of your novel: ________________________________
With this signature I indicate that I understand and agree to all of the
contest rules listed above. I assert that my submission is my own original
work and does not violate the rights of any third party.
____________________________________
Your signature here

